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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

I received an inquiry from someone who found us from our web site.  He 

asks a question about an item, shown in Figure 1.  He says it “appears to be a 

stamp vignette” with which I would agree.  However, I think it may be an essay 

for a piece of postal stationery rather than a stamp.  Does anyone recognize the 

item?  Let me know so that I can get back to the gentleman. 

The February BBZ carried an interesting bit on the 2009 Pro Juventute 

stamps.  As you are probably aware, the Pro Juventute stamps are now issued in 

self-adhesive format.  To satisfy collectors of singles and blocks of four, separate 

printings were made of blocks of four and of the four singles from the set.  See Figures 2-4 for the three 

formats.  You would think the versions would be indistinguishable.  Not so!  Let’s look at the corners 

perforations.  Figures 5-7 show the sheet, block of four, and single, respectively.  Look first at the corners of 

the single stamp (Figure 7).  Notice their “crooked” shape – all four corners.  Now look at the sheet and 

block of four (Figures 5 and 6).  Notice that only the corner not 

attached to another stamp is “crooked” – the other three 

corners are more “rounded”.  And if you look really carefully 

you’ll see a slight difference   

 

 
Fig. 1.  What’s this? 

 
Fig. 3.  Block of four 

 
Fig. 4.  Singles, printed together. 

 
Fig. 2.  Regular sheet 
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between the sheet and block versions in the other three corners.  

But there’s even another difference.  The sheet stamps have a sort of rouletting horizontally and vertically 

between each pair of stamps so that an individual stamp can be separated from the sheet without removing 

the backing paper.  (The horizontal rouletting is very difficult to see in the figure, the vertical rouletting is 

faint but visible.)  This rouletting is much more obvious from 

the back side of the sheet (Figure 8, contrast enhanced).  You’ll 

also notice the wavy line on the back of each stamp – a die cut 

to help peel the backing off the stamp.  You should note that 

once the stamp is removed from the sheet the rouletting will 

disappear.  So the single version is distinguishable from the 

block or sheet version in mint or used condition just by the 

shape of the corner perfo-

rations.  Distinguishing 

the sheet and block ver-

sions just might be possi-

ble from the small 

differences in the three 

“rounded” corners, but it 

will take a very good eye. 

But there is another 

quirk with this issue.  Figures 

9-11 are enlargements of the 

“0” of the “100” denomination 

figure, sheet, block, and single, 

respectively.  Notice the differ-

ence in the granularity of the 

red.  The sheet version is very fine-grained.  At the opposite end of the scale is the almost blotchy appear-

ance of the red in the single version.  I can only guess as to the reason for this marked difference.  Possibly 

the cylinders were engraved differently.  Anybody have a better explanation? 

We have a new K-cancel to report this month.  

Bremgarten in canton Aargau replaced a special cancel 

marking its 800th anniversary that had been in use from 

June 25 to December 31, 2009.  The new K-cancel, K471a, 

shown in Figure 12, is identical to the special cancel but 

with the words “800 Jahre” above the date line removed.  

The K-cancel shows the rampant lion from the town’s coat of 

arms astride waves symbolizing the Reuss River which 

flows through the town (Figure 13). 

(Continued on page 13) 

 

 
Fig. 8. The back of a sheet 

 
Fig. 11.  “0” from single Fig. 9.  “0” from sheet 

 
Fig. 10.  “0” from block 

 
Fig. 5.  Stamps from the sheet [I had to fiddle with contrast and brightness 
to get the perfs to show at all.  These stamps are not really darker! – Ed.]  

Fig. 6.  Stamps from the block of 4 

 
Fig. 7.  A single stamp. 

 
Fig. 13.  Bremgarten  
arms 

 
Fig. 12.  Bremgarten K471a 



May 2010   3   TELL  

From the President’s 

Album 

by Harlan F. Stone 

The AHPS Board of Trustees has chosen a 

printer for our forthcoming 352-page book Philate-

ly of Switzerland – An Introductory Handbook.  

Use the flier inserted in this issue of TELL to buy 

your copy at the pre-publication price.  The formal 

publication announcement to the rest of the world 

must wait until the regular price is set.  In a poll of 

the 144 AHPS members who have e-mail ad-

dresses on record with Dick Hall, 80 have told him 

they will buy in excess of 100 copies.   

AHPS has sent indexes of the Helvetia Bul-

letin, Helvetia Herald and Helvetia Alphorn, the 

U.S. Swiss-related journals that preceded our cur-

rent Tell, to the Royal Philatelic Society London 

for its computerized “index of indexes” to philatelic 

periodicals.  The RPSL will make this “cumulative 

index” to many specialist society journals accessi-

ble to the public on May 8 through its website, 

www.rpsl.org.uk.  AHPS Secretary Dick Hall, 

Webmaster Bruce Marsden and Editor George 

Struble have converted our indexes to RPSL speci-

fications, beginning with Tell last fall.  

The album pages of Swiss topical stamps 

that Dick Hall created last year are included on a 

CD with 24 other sets of pages that the American 

Philatelic Society is now selling for $15.  All the 

other album subjects are related to different U.S. 

states, topics and themes.  If you want just the 

Swiss pages, you can download them free to your 

computer by going to the APS website, 

www.stamps.org.  Entitled “A Swiss Sampler”, 

they include mountains, trains and castles. 

AHPS members on our e-mail list also re-

ceived an invitation to an AHPS regional meeting 

on Saturday, April 17, at the Collectors Club in 

New York during the April 15-18 Postage Stamp 

Mega-Event.  The organizers are myself and Bruce 

Marsden, who was recently elected to the club’s 

Board of Governors and appointed chairman of its 

Library Committee.  As I write this column on 

April 1, only four people have accepted the invita-

tion.  The planned afternoon program included a 

tour of the library, a show-and-tell roundtable dis-

cussion of Swiss stamps and covers, and a group 

dinner.  

Circuit Sales Manager Emil Tobler has en-

closed a theft alert in circuit books he is circulating 

to AHPS members. Someone has been switching 

stamps of poor quality for stamps of higher quality, 

in effect stealing the differences in cash values. 

Emil asks circuit participants to help him catch 

the thief.  

 

Minneapolis hosts our 

AHPS Convention in 

July 
by Mike Peter  

The 2010 Minnesota Stamp Expo in Crys-

tal, Minnesota, a suburb of Minneapolis, is the site 

of our annual AHPS convention July 16, 17, and 

18.   

Information about the show and exhibitor 

applications are available on their website 

www.stampsminnesota.com.  Click on the Min-

nesota Stamp Expo.  

The official show hotel is nearby in Ply-

mouth, Minnesota. The Radisson Hotel and Confe-

rence Center. 3131 Campus Dr. We have a special 

rate of $89 per night and it’s a nice hotel.  Phone 

763-559-6600; the Radisson website and toll-free 

number have had trouble giving us the show rate.  

The hotel will run shuttles to the show site, but it 

runs no shuttles to and from the airport.   

The show does not have an awards ban-

quet, but presents awards at an afternoon wine 

and cheese party on Saturday. This means we will 

have organized AHPS dinners in the Minneapolis 

area both Friday and Saturday. Friday night we 

will enjoy great local cuisine (Grilled Walleye any-

one?).  Saturday night we will visit a popular Ger-

man restaurant.  Reservations are a must so we 

can give the venues a number that will attend.  

Email me at: mpeter@tritechcoatings.com  

Friday afternoon we will have our usual 

Show and Tell session. Bring a few of your favorite 

items to share.  Harlan is running this event.  Our 

annual business meeting and the exhibition 

awards wine and cheese party will be Saturday 

afternoon.  Our regular swap fest will be Sunday 

morning in the show’s hospitality suite in the ho-

tel.  We will also be able to enjoy the hospitality 

suite at the hotel on Friday and Saturday evenings 

after dinner. 

The Show committee has reserved 100 

frames at the show for Swiss exhibits.  Some of 

these remain open, but after May 7 they will be 

released to other exhibits.  Information about the 

exhibition and exhibitor applications are available 
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on their website: www.stampsminnesota.com; click 

on the Minnesota Stamp Expo.  Our very own Bob 

Zeigler will be a jury member.  Typically, our 

group has shown a wide variety of Swiss Exhibits. 

I anticipate we will do it again, with something for 

everyone. 

Minnesota is great in the summer time and 

there is plenty to do for everyone that attends. The 

metropolitan Minneapolis/St Paul area is one of 

the nicest cities in the US. Great museums, thea-

ter, Mall of America, restaurants, shopping in 

downtown Minneapolis are all a short drive away. 

We look forward to a great turnout by our mem-

bership. 

 

Swiss Post Box: Mail 

handling in the 21st 

Century 
by George Struble 

Dale Eggen alerted me to this new devel-

opment in mail handling.  Apparently, the service 

has been active in the US for some time, and now 

is available in Switzerland. 

The concept of the virtual letterbox, called 

Swiss Post Box, is very simple: whatever would 

traditionally be squeezed through your letterbox 

by a postman – postcards, love letters, bills, ad-

verts – will now end up scanned online.  You view 

online these images of your sealed envelopes and 

then decide whether to have them securely 

scanned into a PDF document, recycled, shredded, 

or forwarded – for real – to you or someone else. 

It is even available as an Apple app. 

 The service is aimed at frequent travelers, 

people who work from remote locations, or who 

spend extended periods away from a main address.  

For such nomads it could be cheaper than a tradi-

tional mail-forwarding system. 

Among the safeguards: mail is not opened 

until the addressee requests it; this overcomes 

some privacy restrictions in the Swiss criminal 

code.  Second, the data are encrypted to protect 

against malefactors.  To quote from the website:  

All Swiss Post Box employees who come in 
contact with your mail are subject to the high-
est security and personal character checks. 
Swiss Post Box mail is handled in a highly se-
cure scanning center in Switzerland -- the 
same facility where Swiss Post handles bank-
ing materials. 

Immediately after processing the letters you 
have asked us to open and scan, the letters 
will be placed in a blank envelope and filed 
away.  The process for handling your mail will 
be proofed and certified by accredited agents 
of Swiss Data Protection services. 

With Swiss Post Box you are trusting the 
opening and handling of your physical mail to 
the Swiss Post, which has stood for discretion, 
security and quality since 1849.  Safeguarding 
postal privacy is our mission. 

The service can cost as little as CHF 19.90 

per month.  For this level, you can have ten pages 

scanned, and can supply one forwarding address.  

Recycling and shredding are unlimited, and the 

first month of secure storage is included.  Scanning 

additional pages costs CHF 1.90 per page, and ex-

tra recipients are CHF 5.00 each.  After the first 

month, storage is CHF 0.05 per letter and CHF 

1.00 per kilogram for parcels.  And with all this, 

you also get 1000 miles!  Of course, there are more 

expensive contracts for people and businesses who 

expect a higher volume of mail. 

This is not a “private mailbox” operation.  

Earth Class Mail is a company based in Seattle; its 

service has been licensed by Swiss Post, and is a 

service provided by Swiss Post.  That Swiss service 

started in the spring of 2009.  One initial testi-

monial (reported on the Swiss Post Box website), 

from Niall O’Gorman in Geneva, reads 

"I have been eagerly awaiting this service. I 
travel all over Europe for work each week and 
arrive back to a pile of letters that need to be 
looked after. This service simply makes my 
life easier and allows me to be more produc-
tive while staying away for extended periods 
of time." 

You can read more at 

www.swisspostbox.com. 

 

Who’s Who on Swiss Stamps: 
Guillaume Henri Du-

four, soldier 
by Rudy Schaelchli 

Guillaume Henri Dufour was born in Konstanz on 

September 15, 1787.  His parents lived there on 

temporary exile from Geneva.   Dufour studied 

medicine and engineering in Geneva, the Ecole Po-

lytechnique in Paris and the Ecole du Genie in 

Metz.  He later served in the French army under 

Napoleon.  Dufour returned (continued on page 16)  
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Swiss Carbon-Impregnated Folded  

Typwewriter Postcards (FTPs) 
by Robert Bell 

Introduction 

In the November 2008 Tell, Wayne Menuz 

and I gave a brief overview of Swiss Folded Typewri-

ter postcards.  The commonest type seen in many 

European countries (from about 1910 to 2001) con-

sists of the folded portion being approximately one 

half of the height of the postcard.  These standard 

FTPs were introduced into Switzerland in about 

1919 and in a database of 3,423 FTPs Switzerland 

constituted 11.25% of the total in all countries. 

However, there are other FTPs, more rarely 

seen, that are fully folded.  When these cards are 

fully open, as they would be when placed in a type-

writer the backs are black with impregnated carbon 

on them (Fig. 1).  This kind of postcard used thinner 

card stock/paper and was introduced to provide ad-

ditional efficiencies by not having to handle carbon 

paper in the document retention process.  When 

typing, the carbon from the impregnation was 

transferred to backing paper. 

This type of FTP is found infrequently. The 

Table gives the percentages by country seen in a 

database of 3,423 FTPs. 
 

 

 

 

Frequency of Carbon-Impregnated FTPs 

Country Number in Database % 

Switzerland 31 0.91 

Bohemia and Moravia 27 0.79 

Czechoslovakia 5 0.15 

Hungary 2 0.06 

Siam 1 0.03 

Germany 1 0.03 

Yugoslavia 1 0.03 

As one can see Switzerland was the biggest user, but this activity was spread over 40+ years.  The 

Bohemia and Moravia cards were just limited to the 1939 – 1945 years. 

 

Types 

The overall measurements of the three main Swiss types so far seen to date are:  

Type 1 & 2 14.7 x 10.6 cm. 

Type 3a 14.8 x 10.5 cm. 

Type 3b 14.7 x 10.5 cm 

 

 

 
Fig. 1. Two Type 2 Carbon-impregnated Swiss Postcards – one open 
and one folded. Note that these cards are completely (100%)  folded, 
with an adhesive strip at the top.  Also, the top card has been printed 
using brown ink. 
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Type 1 

The first carbon-impregnated types are not seen until 1939 and appear to have been discontinued 

soon in the early 1940s.  These postcards all had buff colored paper and usually black printing of the com-

panies name and contact information.  Occasionally, a single-colored ink is used, particularly when there 

was a company logo on the card (Fig. 1).  With these postcards the carbon has a narrow border and occupies 

most of the back of the card with the sealant strip at the top.  The border on either side of the carbon area 

measured 0.3 – 0.5 to 0.5 –  0.7mm border depending on the placement of the impregnated area.  Further, 

with this type there is an adhesive strip measuring 0.7mm at the top of the folded card.  There is no evi-

dence of a top perforation. 

Type 2 

These were available later (1952 till about 1960).  Here the carbon covers only about 90% of the 

back of the card.  Presumably a saving in carbon as no carbon was needed behind where the stamp and 

postal cancel would be placed.  Again, there is a margin all around and they were again buff-colored.  

Whether these are from a different manufacturer to Type 1 is not known, but is likely.  FTPs from Bohemia 

and Moravia had left sided perforations to which flimsy backing paper was attached, but that type was not 

seen in Switzerland. 

The border measurements were similar to Type 1, but the adhesive strip measurement was wider 

at 1.2 cm. Again there was no evidence of a top perforation. 

Type 3a and 3b 

 

 

Just recently I have become aware of another type of carbon-impregnated card.  Three examples 

(1979, 1980 [Fig. 2, 3], and 1982) have so far been seen.  These FTPs are made with white paper and are 

approximately 15 years later in time than the Type 1 and 2 buff-colored cards seen earlier.  

Further, in the 1979 and 1982 FTPs (Type 3a) the impregnated carbon has a smaller border on the 

left and right (0.3 – 0.4mm).  Interestingly, all three cards (3a and 3b) have an Ambulant Bahnpost date 

cancel (all sent to the Deutsches Verkehrsbüro) despite all originating from different places.  

The item in Fig. 2 & 3 for the 1980 card (Type 3b) has no border left and right around the impreg-

nated carbon; the carbon extends to the left and right edges.  The item also has some rare printing num-

bers, which read SBB 6541 0 XI 76 15 000.  One can speculate that this means that the cards were 

manufactured in 1976 and that the print number was 15,000.  

For both types the top adhesive strip measures 9mm.  Further, all three cards had perforations at 

the top indicating the presence of a selvage to which was attached a carbon flimsy backing. 

 
Fig 2. Front of recently discovered fully folded FTP (Type 3b). Card was 
sent in January 1980 from Station SBB (9414 Roggwil) of the Federal 
Swiss Railways to the German Transport Bureau in Zürich via the TPO 
2508. Note, rarely seen printers numbers SBB 6541.0  XI 76 15 000 

 
Fig. 3. Back of same card showing receipt markings  
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Patents, Trademarks, Additional Markings 

What is interesting is that there are no patent, trademark, or other markings seen on the cards.  

Occasionally, Gossiste (sales tax) numbered with the company contact information is seen.  

 

Manufacturers 

There is no information about the manufacturer seen on the carbon impregnated cards.  In contrast, 

the Biella Business Office Company of Biel/Bienne (now the Biella Group) frequently placed their company 

name on their conventional FTPs. 

Biella From sample material and a price list seen, the Biella Business-Stationery Company had a 

product that was available in 1970 called Carbo Elastic®. This was marketed with white, rose, 

yellow, green and blue flimsy backing paper attached to a top selvage. This product satisfied the 

criteria of Type 3a having white paper and having narrow borders around. The product number 

was 570 618 and 1000 copies cost 15.50 Fr.  Further, the company’s blank (no printed contact in-

formation of the purchasing company) sample card had impregnated carbon matching the dullish 

black seen on the three recently discovered cards. 

It would seem very likely that Biella was the manufacturer of the type 3a cards seen (1979, 

1982). Whether, the type 3b card was from Biella is less definite, but likely.  

In their liquidation sale (3) Biella sold 9,000, 32,000, 12,500 and 64,500 respectively of the 

blue, yellow, green, and rose colored backing paper cards.  The white backing card had already 

sold out.  It would be expected that companies who bought at the time of the liquidation, or had 

postcard stock would continue to use them in and after 1979. 

Other manufacturers None are known at his time. 

 

Regulations  

So far no Swiss postal regulations have been discovered regarding the acceptance and use of either 

regular or carbon-impregnated folded typewriter postcards.  From a personal communication with Jan Vel-

lekoop in the Netherlands it is recorded in the original proceedings of the 1920 UPU convention in Madrid 

that Switzerland introduced the suggestion that FTPs be accepted for International Communications (2). 

However, in Volume II of the proceedings, Switzerland appears to have been joined by France, Japan, and 

Germany (3). "Suisse Par. 3. Le compléter pas l'addition suivante: sont aussi admises à la circulation les 

cartes postales dont l'adresse est écrite sur une bande de papier repliée sur le recto et collée sur toute la lon-

gueur de la partie inférieure de la carte (Note 5).” 

Germany had arrangements with surrounding countries including Switzerland in the 1910s for 

folded Typewriter Postcards to be exchanged. It is therefore understandable that Switzerland could spon-

sor the initiative for Germany, particularly after the recent conclusion of WWI. 

 

Requests 

The author would be only too pleased to receive details relating to Regulations, Patent, Trade-

marks, manufacturers and any other comments about FTPs.  Contact e-mail: rmsbell@esedona.net 
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The New Machine Cancel Handbook 

by Richard T. Hall 

Handbuch der Masachinenstempel der Schweiz, des Fürstentums Liechtenstein und der UNO-Postverwaltung 
in Genf, edited by Giovanni Balimann, published by the Schweiz. Verein der Poststempelsammler, 2009.  Four 
volumes.  CHF 120 plus postage to nonmembers of the Verein; order at m-handbuch@bluewin.ch 

If there ever was an encyclopedic treatment of a subject, the 

new machine cancel catalog (Handbuch der Masachinenstempel der 

Schweiz, des Fürstentums Liechtenstein und der UNO-Postverwaltung 
in Genf, edited by Giovanni Balimann, published by the Schweiz. 

Verein der Poststempelsammler, 2009) has to be the model.  This new 

edition (in German and French) is more than just a revision of the 

1983 edition; it is a complete rewrite and reorganization.  The new 

edition is in four volumes as opposed to the two volumes of the older 

edition. (Figure 1) 

Volume 1 with 274 pages covers the history of machine cancels 

in Switzerland, an explanation of the terminology, a history of Swiss 

machine cancel catalogs, and an explanation of how the catalog values 

were arrived at. 

Volume 2 with 378 pages covers machine cancel groups: 

0.1 Crowns (circular date stamps) without Flags (slogans or lines) 

0.2 Flags without Crowns (mute cancels) 

0.3 “PP” Cancels 

0.4 Payment receipt cancels 

1 PTT publicity cancels 

2.1 Charity publicity cancels 

2.2 Other publicity cancels 

Volume 3 with 328 pages covers machine cancel groups: 

3 Town publicity cancels (the machine cancel equivalent of K-cancels) 

4.1 Exposition, fair, and museum publicity cancels 

4.2 Organizational anniversary cancels 

4.3 Congress and conference cancels 

4.4 Music, song, and theater cancels 

4.5 Sporting event cancels 

4.6 Other miscellaneous cancels 

Volume 4 with 414 pages illustrates all the machine crowns for each city or town and a listing of all 

machine cancels for each city or town. 

Another new aspect of this edition of the Handbook is a clarification in the terminology of the vari-

ous crowns.  The basic form of the crown falls into one of seven types, A to G (Type G is new, first put into 

service in September 2006; it is very similar to Type F but with finer lines). 

If the crown was used at the UN Geneva office or in Liechtenstein, the Type letter gets a prefix – 

UN- or FL-, respectively.  If the crown was used for a specific service such as parcel post, the Type letter 

gets a suffix of which there are six.  I won’t go into these here. 

Similarly, there is a clarification in the numbering of the various versions of a particular flag.  De-

pending on such variations as the dimensions of the flag, re-engravings of the design, etc., the catalog 

number gets a lower case letter appended to it. 

The valuation of the over 32,000 

flag-crown combinations is treated in a 

very interesting manner in this edition.  

Those of you with a mathematical bent 

will find this section fascinating.  I am Fig. 2.  Valuation formula 

 
Fig. 1.  The four-volume set 
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reminded of some of my college statistics texts in reading over this section.  How many of you ever expected 

to see a formula like that shown in Figure 2 in a stamp catalog! 

This rigorous statistical analysis resulted in 43% of the catalog values being unchanged from the 

previous edition, 41% raised, and 16% lowered.  The amount of changes in values range from a decrease of 

95% to an increase of 33,233% !!! 

Let me go through each volume to better explain and illustrate the comprehensive nature of this 

catalog and how this revision has eliminated redundancies, simplified the listings and added a great deal of 

information to each listing. 

First let’s look at Figures 3 and 4 (old and new versions of cancel 2.2.26, respectively).  Notice in the 

old version the duplication of the crown type (A, B, C), flag position (li, re), and cancel language (it).  These 

redundancies are eliminated in the new version.  Now look at the expanded information given in the new 

listing. Let’s start at the top (ignoring the typo in the year).  The upper case M to the right of the illustra-

tion signifies a stamp of the same subject.  The old version didn’t identify the stamp, the new version gives 

the Zumstein catalog number.  Next is the notation “2  a-b”; this tells us that there are two minor varia-

tions of the flag.  Next the full text of the crown is given rather than just the town name (“Bellinzona 1 

Spediz. Lettere”).  The dates of use of the cancel is now given in months of the year rather than just the 

year, and the dates of use of the minor variations are also given.  Finally, at the bottom is a note that can-

cel 1.23 was in concurrent use in Lugano during 1941.  Also changed is the listing order.  In the old version 

the crown type was the primary sort and the flag position the secondary sort.  The new version reverses the 

order so that the most obvious thing, whether the flag is to the left or right of the crown, is the primary 

sort. 

 
Fig. 3.  Old version of cancel 2.2.26 

 
Fig. 5.  New entry for cancel 1.15 

 
Fig. 4.  New version of cancel 2.2.26 

 
Fig. 6.  The listing for cancel 4.2.150 
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Now let’s look at another 

entry to show other types of in-

formation included in the new edi-

tion.  Figure 5 shows the new en-

try for cancel 1.15.  At the top we 

see three arrows followed by a 

cancel number.  The horizontal 

arrows indicate concurrent use of 

a similarly-themed cancel; the 

down-pointing arrow indicates a 

subsequent use of another similar-

ly-themed cancel.  The first note at 

the bottom tells us that this flag 

with the crown reading “Genève 1 

Exp. Lettres” was used interchan-

geably in July through November 

1933 with the other indicated can-

cels.  The other two notes let us 

know when the transition between 

crown types/subtypes occurred. 

Now, for a new feature which should be 

of great value to the non-Swiss in particular.  

Look at Figure 6, the listing for cancel 4.2.150, 

marking the 60th anniversary of some organi-

zation identified by three sets of initials.  Un-

less you are familiar with Swiss organizations, 

you would have no idea what the initials stood 

for.  Now, with the new edition of the catalog, 

you know.  Given below the illustration are the 

abbreviations spelled out.  Now all you need is 

a German-English, French-English, or Italian-

English dictionary to understand what the or-

ganization is (Workers’ Comp. Insurance or-

ganization). 

The fourth volume in the set consists of 

illustrations of all known crown types for every 

town which has or has had a cancelling ma-

chine (Figure 7 shows the crowns for Brugg).  

In addition, there are listings for every 

flag/crown combination for every town (Figure 

8 shows a portion of the listing for Brugg). 

As I said at the beginning of this re-

view, the new edition of the machine cancel 

catalog is encylopedic in scope.  Herr Balimann 

is to be congratulated for what has to be the 

seminal work in this field.  If you are a collec-

tor of Swiss machine cancels, you have to have 

this new edition.  Unfortunately, it is not 

cheap.  For members of the Postmark Verein, the cost is CHF 80 or CHF 120 for non-members – plus post-

age and the set weighs about 15 pounds.  Postage on my copy was CHF 70.  If you are interested in pur-

chasing a copy, contact the Verein at m-handbuch@bluewin.ch.  Even if your German or French is not the 

best, there is a guide in English explaining layout of the listings and translating all the abbreviations.  

Highly recommended. 

 

 

 
Fig. 7.  The crowns for Brugg 

 
Fig. 8.  A portion of the listing for Brugg 
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Notes about Swiss Aircraft Research 
by Steve Weston 

 After reading some back issues of Tell and Swiss Post’s 1/2010 issue of “Focus on stamps”, I thought 

it might be useful to members to have a few Internet links that can be used to research aircraft that car-

ried Swiss airmail or are shown on Swiss stamps. There are several excellent websites: 

 Golden Years of Aviation presents pages like “Civil Air-

craft Register – Switzerland” (http://www.goldenyears.ukf 

.net/reg_HB-.htm) that is shown in the snip (Fig. 1) listing the en-

tries for DC-2s and DC-3s. If you use this list, you’ll be less likely 

to refer to a DC-2 in your text when the aircraft is really a DC-3. 

 The Swissair Fan site (http://www.sr692.com/) has a Fleet 

index page (http://www.sr692.com/fleet/allfleet/index.html) show-

ing Swissair aircraft from 1931 to 2002 along with other related 

links. Of interest are the pages for DC-2s and DC-3s. The follow-

ing photo (Fig. 2) and snip (Fig. 3) are from the pages listing DC-

2s and DC-3s in the Swissair fleet. 

 
Figure 1: The first column shows the registration, or tail number, followed by a description. The fourth column lists the registration history, 
first to newest, followed by a column listing the owners of the registration and another column listing the date of registration. The last column 
is “Fate/Comments” which is incomplete as will be shown. 

 
Figure 2: A picture of HB-IRI, a Swissair DC-3. 
Judging by the clouds and the sun angle on the 
aircraft, this picture was used for the image on the 
Fr. 1.50 value of Special Issue of 1944 marking 25 
Years of Airmail, Z.Nr. F 40. 

 

 
Figure 3: HB-ISI, a DC-2 that flew Swiss airmail during WWII. The picture on the right shows the destruction of the aircraft by a USAF bomb-
ing raid in Stuttgart on 9 August 1944. Swissair discontinued airmail service to Germany (17 August 1944) after this aircraft was destroyed. In 
the late 1930s, a DC-2 cost about CHF 500,000, so losing an aircraft was no small thing when Swissair’s income was significantly reduced by 
the war. 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 

  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

• Each item has a brief description and picture. 

• You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 
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 The Swissair Fan site also lists Douglas DC-4s that were owned by Swissair. Figure 4 shows one of 

the more famous planes. 

  The Swissair Fan site also has details for CH-167 which was one of 

two Lockheed-9B Orions that Swissair bought in 1932 so that they could 

expand their airmail service and offer faster delivery than competitors.  

CH-167 is shown on Swiss airmail stamp F 39 (Fig. 5). This plane, with a 

range of 900 km and a cruising speed of 290 km/h, was configured to carry 

four passengers. Both Swissair Orions, CH-167 and CH-168, were used for 

express routes such as Zürich-Paris, Basle-Zürich-Munich-Vienna, or 

Zürich-Stuttgart-Leipzig-Berlin. Both planes were sold to the republicans 

in the Spanish civil war in 1935/36. Their whereabouts thereafter are un-

known. 

 There’s also a listing for CH-157, a Fokker F.VIIa that belonged to 

Balair and was part of the merger between that airline and ad astra which 

formed Swissair. Photographs of this single-engine plane show that it is not 

the tri-motor airplane depicted on air mail stamp F 38 (Fig. 6). The stamp 

looks like a composite of pictures of CH-157 and Swissair’s Fokker F.VIIb-

3m aircraft. 

 As noted earlier, the fate of 

various aircraft is not always shown 

or shown correctly in the listing on 

the Golden Years website. For the 

most part, Swissair’s site is accurate 

as to crashes and sales, but it also 

misses a few times. To learn more, 

use a web search site like Clusty or 

Bing (Google is not very good) to 

search on the tail number of an aircraft. For example, Swissair HB-IRA (see p.13, “Focus on stamps”, 

1/2010), HB-IRI, and HB-IRO were sold to Ozark Airlines in 1955 and two of them were still registered and 

presumed to be flying elsewhere in 1995. That information can be found on the DC-3/Dakota Historical So-

ciety website (http://www.dc3history.org/). 

 To learn more about less fortunate outcomes, there are several sites that maintain databases about 

crashes and crash investigations. The Aviation Safety Network (http://aviation-safety.net/index.php) has 

crash reports going back as far as the 1930s. The Aircraft Crashes Record Office (http://www.baaa-

acro.com/) located in Geneva has a similar database that can be viewed by country and airline.  

 
Fig. 6.  Stamp F38. 

 
Figure 4: A Swissair Fan website snip that shows another famous aircraft pictured on Swiss airmail stamp F 42.  HB-ILA was a DC-4 and its tail 
number can be seen on the stamp.  This aircraft was used for the Special Flight from Geneva to New York, 2 May 1947. 

 
Fig. 5.  Stamp F39 showing H-167 

 
Figure 7: CH-157 at St. Moritz. Other pictures on the Swissair Fan website of this aircraft at 
the “Aero-Port” at St. Moritz are outstanding! 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
(Continued from page 2)  Let’s continue our exploration of Switzerland 

through its K-cancels.  This month, let’s look at Illnau (PLZ 8308) in Canton 

Zürich.  This little town, population 3646, is located about 10 miles northeast of 

Zürich.  Illnau’s K-cancel, 868, was put into service on June 1, 1982, and is still 

in service (Figure 14).  Prominent in the design is the Reformed Church, for-

merly St. Martin, mentioned first in the 8th Century.  The present building 

dates from the 12th Century. The clock in the tower was installed in 1436.  The 

church was restored in 1967.  A photograph of the church and the two other 

buildings is shown in Figure 15 (on page 15, where it can be shown in color). 

 

The list of post office closings marches on!  Here’s the latest installment: 

1. On February 6, 2010, the post office at 8585 Mattwil (canton Thurgau) was closed  

[assumed by 8580 Amriswil] 

2. On February 12, 2010, the post office at 8526 Oberneunforn (canton Thurgau) was closed  

[assumed by 8450 Andelfingen] 

3. On February 13, 2010, the post office at 2613 Villeret (canton Bern) was closed  

[assumed by 2610 St-Imier] 

4.  On February 27, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 1974 Arbaz (canton Valais) [assumed by 1965 Savièse] 

3664 Burgistein (canton Bern) [assumed by 3661 Uetendorf] 

 1925 Finhaut (canton Valais) [assumed by 1925 Finhaut] 

 8926 Kappel am Albis (canton Zürich) [assumed by8915 Hausen am Albis] 

 4244 Röschenz (canton Basel-Land) [assumed by 4242 Laufen]  

  [K-cancel 944 was last used on that date] 

 2042 Valangin (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2042 Valangin]  

  [K-cancel 248a was last used on that date] 

5. On March 6, 2010, the post office at 4024 Basel 24 Bruderholz (canton Basel Stadt) was closed  

[assumed by 4000 Basel 2] 

6.  On March 10, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 9452 Hinterforst (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9450 Altstätten]  

  [K-cancel 1067 was last used on that date] 

8475 ingen (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8450 Andelfingen] 

7. On March 13, 2010, the post office at 8242 Bibern (canton Schaffhausen) was closed  

 [assumed by 8240 Thayngen] 

8.  On March 17, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 1525 Henniez (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1523 Granges-près-Marnand] 

 8593 Kesswil (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8590 Romanshorn]  

  [K-cancel 783 was last used on that date] 

9.  On March 19, 2010, the post office at 3465 Dürrenroth (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3462 Weier im Emmental] [K-cancel 249b was last used on that date] 

10.  On March 20, 2010, the post office at 7562 Samnaun-Compatsch (canton Graubünden) was closed  

 [assumed by 7563 Samnaun Dorf] [K-cancel 597b was last used on that date] 

11.  On March 23, 2010, the post office at 8194 Hüntwangen (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8196 Wil] [K-cancel 1234 was last used on that date] 

12.  On March 26, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 3286 Muntelier (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 3280 Murten]  

  [K-cancel 1030 was last used on that date] 

 4626 Niederbuchsiten (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4625 Oberbuchsiten] 

 (Continued on page 15) 

 
Fig. 14.  The Illnau K-cancel. 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
(Continued from page 13)   

13.  On March 27, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 8841 Gross (canton Schwyz) [assumed by8840 Einsiedeln] 

 9052 Niederteufen (canton Appenzell Ausserrhoden)  

  [assumed by 9053 Teufen] 

 2814 Roggenburg (canton Bern) [assumed by 2800 Delémont 1] 

14.  On April 3, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 3508 Arni (canton Bern) [assumed by 3506 Grosshöchstetten]  

  [K-cancel 1293 was last used on that date] 

 3671 Brenzikofen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3672 Oberdiessbach] 

 

 

What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

Rolf Rölli invites us to attend the LUNABA 

stamp show in Luzern this September 3-5.  This is 

a level-2 show organized by the Swiss Stamp Deal-

ers Association.  It includes a popular team event 

“Swiss Champion,” a number of non-competing 

top-class collections such as “The Post in Switzer-

land 1600 to 1850,” 

and an exhibit of 

Bundesfeier cards.  

The first day of the 

show coincides with 

the first day of the 

autumn issues of 

Swiss Post, which 

includes a special postcard celebrating the century 

of Bundesfeier cards.  Twenty Swiss dealers will be 

represented.  As a special feature, the postal or-

ganizations of Austria, Germany, Liechtenstein 

and Switzerland give the event an international 

flavor as sponsors of the “New Issues Show” where 

collectors compete with a single frame of stamps 

and covers – the fun is that the exhibits must only 

be composed with stamps issued after 1970. 

 

Member News  
by George Struble 

The Military Postal History Society has 

awarded Chuck LaBlonde’s article "Parcels for 

Belgian Prisoners" their award for the best 2009 

article in their Bulletin.  The story even has a Ge-

neva Red Cross mystery buried in it.  Chuck writes 

“There was a charity in Washington DC that was 

sending food and clothing parcels to the Belgian 

POWs in German camps.  Families in Belgium of 

Belgian POWs could request parcels for their fa-

thers and husbands in the German camps.  The 

letters from the families in Belgium to the Parcels 

organization in Washington were censored by the 

Germans, then sent to the USA – until the USA 

got into the war. Then the letters went through 

Geneva Red Cross and many were slit open and 

resealed in Geneva by the Red Cross. Nobody (in-

cluding me) knows what the Red Cross was looking 

for in these letters or why they were opening 

them.” 

 

 

 
Fig. 15.  The Illnau Reformed church 

 

 

Interested to know more about Swiss postal stationery? 
 

 

Please contact the 
 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 

Secretary : Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
 

Since it’s so uncommon, why is 

it called “common sense”? 
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Who’s Who on Swiss Stamps: 
Guillaume Henri Du-

four, soldier 
(continued from page 4) to Switzerland in 1817, 

entered the Swiss army and became chief instruc-

tor at the military school in Thun.  He was in 

charge of the reconstruction of Geneva, building 

the Grand Quai, bridges, and the Rousseau Island.   

 Dufour became 

chief of staff of the Ar-

my in 1832 and the 

General of the Federal 

Army of 50,000 men, 

employed in reducing 

the revolt of the Catho-

lic cantons.  In 1864 

General Dufour pre-

sided over the Geneva 

congress that was the 

start of the Interna-

tional Red Cross.  His 

greatest accomplish-

ment was the first to-

pographical map of Switzerland (1:1,000,000) that 

took 32 year to complete.  General Dufour died in 

Les Contamines near Geneva in 1875.

 

New Members 
 We are delighted to welcome 8 new mem-

bers since our last report of September 2009, in 

addition to reinstatements of Dick Blaney, Ri-

chard D. Warren, and Pamela Velez at Matter-

horn Mail. 

David H. Aeschliman Frank Martin 

California   Texas 

Clifford Armstrong  Steven O. Purtle 

Washington   Alabama 

Bruce Davidson  John R. Rollan 

New York   Australia 

Lawrence D. Haber  Jan Tøpholm 

South Carolina  Denmark 
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